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INTRODUCTION

This handbook gives information on the proposediculum to be provided for our Year 10 pupils
in September 2010 Year 10 is important for each pupil, as it is the first of the two years leading to

the public examinations.

The curriculum provides a breadth and balance of study, which prepares pupils forgbeuities
and experiences of adult life. At Stanwell we encourage participation inl@astlucation. The

curriculum structure gives each pupil a very wide choice of future courses of study.
The curriculum consists ofompulsory subjects which are followed by all pupils andption

subjects  After consultation with the pupils the option subjects will be organised into four

groups/blocks and the pupils study one of the subjects in each block.

OPTIONS EVENING MEETING

To help parents and pupils make a more informed choice of option subjects; the school has organised
meeting oriTuesday, 28 March, at 6pm when staff from departments will give brief descriptions of
the courses available.

Theoption choice formwill be available for completion on this evening.

The subject staff, together with the Heads of Year, Careers staff and senior staff will be available to

answer individual questions.
The Options Evening Meeting isennhgh addition to

We hope that you will be able to attend on Tuesda$§,\28rch, and look forward to seeing you.



THE CURRICULUM

The curriculum consists of compulsory subjects, which are studied byall pupils, and option

subjects, which arechosenby the pupils.

1.

The
p ol

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS

All pupils will pursue the following courses:

English (which includes Language and Literature, leading to two GCSE qualifications for most
pupils)

Information Technology

Mathematics

Science(which includes Biology, Chemistry & Physics, leading to three GCSE qualifications
for most pupils)

Welsh

Personal & Social Education

Physical Education

Religious Studies

OPTION SUBJECTS

Pupils selecbnesubject from each option block.

THE OPTIONS CHOICE FORM

form for indicating a pupilds choice of s
| are known. The option choice form needs

We will try to ensure that pupils receive thigist choice of option subject, however if this is not
possible then the pupil and their parents will be informrk@tlowing completion, the form should be
signed by parents/guardians and returned to schobliegday, 13" April.
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COMPULSORY SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS

ENGLISH AND ENGLISH LITERATURE

Pupils inEnglish are assessed on the following skills:
Speaking and Listening
Reading
Writing
Pupils develop a range of writing and oral skiisdifferent purposes and audiences.

Reading includes neliterary and media material, Shakespeare and writers from other cultures.

Most pupils also follow th&nglish Literature course, which widens their experience of poetry, prose

and drama.

GCSE gades are composed of external examinations and controlled assessment (assignment:
completed under teacher supervision.) Controlled assessment is worth 60% in English Language anc
25% in English Literature. Pupils are entered for the tier appropriateitcatility.
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COMPULSORY ICT

During Key Stage 4 all pupils will complete Edexl 6 s uni t 1 wherABDA t hey

[Award in Digital Applications] qualification which is equivalent to 1 GCSHis unit provides

learners with the knowledge and skills they need to design and produce publications for print and

screen that are fit for audience and purpose. Learners will discover how to:

establish the 6who, why, where and what o r e
produce an wront plan to help them manage a project and use it to track, monitor and
communicate progress

select and capture information from various sources and use spreadsheet and database tools to
collate and analyse data

build an eportfolio thatpe sent s t heir achievements, givin
evaluate the effectiveness of publications they produce and assess the contribution of

underpinning processes, such as planning and testing, to their success.
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MATHEMATIC S

Mathematics is compulsory and is not involved in your option choices. GCSE is the National
Curriculum Test at the end of Key Stage 4. There are two tiers of entry at GCSE targeting overlapping
grades (see bel ow). T h @ fudhBrrevet of exanenatien emtry,chelawr s e
that of GCSE, although it is expected that all pupils will sit GCSE examinations.

All pupils have to sit two examinations (linear) or three units (modular). The use of a calculator is
forbidden in Paper {linear) or Unit 2 (modular). The new linear specification is yet to be finally
approved, and the decision on whether to enter pupils for the modular units or linear examinations will
be made when all the information is available.

The areas of Mathemasiavill be examined as follows:

Area of Mathematics Examined by

Mathematics in everyday life Papers 1 and 2 (linear) or Unit 1(modular)
Number Papers 1 and 2 (linear) or Units 2 & 3 (modular)
Algebra Papers 1 and 2 (linear) or Units 2 & 3 (modylar
Shape, Spacand Measure Papers 1 and 2 (linear) or Units 2 & 3 (modular)
Handling Data Papers 1 and 2 (linear) or Units 2 & 3 (modular)

The Tier of entry will be governed by the Mathematics set each pupil is in during Year 11. As the Key
Stage Jupils are already in sets it is vitally important that pupils are aware that the selection process
for Tiers is already underway.

TIER Sets Grades Available
Higher 1,2,3&4 A* A B,C,D,U
Foundation 5&6 C,D,E,F,G,U

Set 4 will follow the Higher Tier course, but their actual tier of entry will be finalised in the last year
before the GCSE examination is taken.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The course builds on the activities followed in Key Stage 3 and aims to develop a
commitment to an active lifestyle. Pupils will have the opportunity to develop their
knowledge, skills and understanding by selecting areas in Physical Education which
will include sports not previously offeredhe opportunity for pupils to sit GCSE Short
Course (1/2 GCSE) is available.

If you are good at problem solving, have a critical mind and good powers of analysis
you have the essentialialities needed to study GCSE Religious Studies. These skills
are useful for many career fields including law, management, business and personnel.
Employers look for an RS qualification as they know people will have this range of
skills and will be abléo work effectively as part of a team.

Religious Studies will enable you to:
e explore religions and beliefs engaging with them intellectually and responding

personally

e adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion

¢ enhance gur understanding of different cultures in the wider world

¢ reflect on and develop your own values, opinions and attitudes in light of your
learning.
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In Years 9 and 10students follow the GCSE Course in Religious Studies (Short
Course Award). The areas of study include:

Relationships: Issues of love, marriage and divorce;

Our World: Exploring creation and our place in the world;
Is it fair?: Issues of justicand equality;

Looking for meaning: Issues about God, life and death;

These are set within a Christian and comparative framework.

Examination

The exanwill involve a single written paper of 1 hour 45 minutes duration containing 4
structured questions consisting of visual stimuli used as a basis for a series of paragrapt
and extended writing answers. It will be taken at the end of year 10. This will giv

pupils a Short Course Award.

In Year 11 students follow the GCSE Course in Religious Studies (Further Short
Course Award) . Pupils will study a unit
consists of four areas of study as follows:

Religion and ©nflict Issues of peace forgiveness and conflict
Religion and Medicine Issues of medical ethics and the sanctity
Of life
Religious Expression | ssues of expressing oneos
Authority-Religion and State Issues of law and order in religion and
society

These are set within a Christian and comparative framework.

Examination

The exam will involve a single written paper of 1 hdGrminutes duration containing 4
structured questions consisting of visual stimuli used as a basis for a series of paragrapt
and extended writing answers. It will be taken at the end of Year 11 and will be added
to the previous Short Course taken in Y&@ito give a Full Course Award.



SCIENCE

Science is a compulsory subject at Key Stage 4 and is not involved in your option
choices. The course leads to three GCSEs for most pupils, one in each of the separa
sciences (Biology, Chemistrgand Physics). It incorporates some study of Earth

Science, Space, Nanotechnol ogy and 6 Sma

How will the course be organised

During Year 9 all pupils will have followed the WIJEC GCSE Core science specification
which covers all three scienegeas. Some pupils will be then be chosen to follow the
Applied Science course in Years 10 and 11 (see below for details). The remainder will
study the WIJEC GCSE courses in the separate sciences.

How is the course asses8ed
Assessment for this coursall start in January of Year 10 when pupils will take the
first of three written examinations feachsubject. They will take further written

examinations in the summer of Year 10 and the summer of Year 11. Pupils will also
take Practical assessmentsuitable points during the course.

APPLIED SCIENCE

The Science department will also offer a Double Award GCSE in Applied Science to

some students at the end of year 9. This course will enable students to develop a broa
knowledge and understanding of the Science sector. It will prepare students far furthe
study on a vocational course in Science or a Science related subject, or prepare fo
employment or for further training in industry.

This course encourages a student centred approach to learning together with the
opportunity to apply knowledge in a \at@nally relevant way.

The assessment for this course is in three units, the first and third being portfolio basec
and Unit 2 as an external examination (taken at the end of Year 10). Each assessed un
is of equal weighting towards the final grades.




The Welsh Second Language GCSE full course will provide experiences which will give all candidates
the opportunity to reach their full potential in Welsh according to their ability and needs. nT ltetai
ensure that candidates are aware of the use made of Welsh in modern Wales, nurturing a positive

attitude towards the Welsh language and its culture. The skills of candidates are developed to use th

WELSH

language for effective and purposeful communarat

We aim to ensure that students have the opportunity to:

Show interest,

Contribute substantially to discussions, using language that is suitable for the purpose and the

audience;

Respond to avide range of reading materials, including some published material;

Write in a wide range of forms for a variety of purposes, giving attention to purpose, audience

and accuracy.

pleasure and enthusiasm while studying the Welsh language;

Assessment Summary

Unit 1 Written paper: 1 hour (25%)

4 question writing (10%)
2 reading (15%)

Unit 2 Supervised assessments (25%)

Oral 20%
Task t Individual presentation(10%)
Task 2Role playPair work/group(10%)

Writing-(5%)
Task associated with the role play.

Unit 3 Oral exam: 10 minutes (25%)

Oral 20%

Pair/group exam.

Reading 5%

Discussing reading material as a stimulus to the
exam.

Unit 4 Written paper: 1 hour (25%)

4 question§ 2 Written (15%)
2 reading (10%)

11
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CAREERS

Stanwell Schooprovides the following Careers Education and Guidance opportunities and

pupils have access to:

e Easily accessible, ujp-date and accurate careers information.

¢ Independent, impartial, confidential advice and guidance.

e Access to the @udmessd advarenéss abtivitiek.6 an d

e Help and guidance at the transition of Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4, at the end of Key

Stage 4, and at the end of Key Stage 5.

In Year 9 the pupils began work on their oRrogress File which they update throughout
their schoblife. It contains work provided by The Careers Department and any achievements
that the pupils wish to include. In both Year 9 and Year 10 all of the pupils are involved in
an Industry/skills workshop days and at the end of Year 10 they will expeaenmeeweek

placement in industry/commerce

Throughout their time in Stanwell there is always opportunity for both pupils and parents to
meet with the careers staff and the school's Careers Wales Advisor. We have well equipped
careers libraries containingall the reference material needed to enable your child to make

the wisest possible decisions concerning their future.

Learning
i?ﬁ? LEARNING PATHWAYS 14 -19 Ty
Iy

_L|pm«-mm E?-ruliad Cymm 14-19
As part of the commitment that Stanwell Sochehows to the Learning Pauiwaysil4
19 curriculum, our pupils in Years 10 and 11 have had the opportunity to study at Barry
College of Further Education and The Military Preparation School, Cardiff.

The courses that have been offered at Barry Collegee:

Hair and Beauty; Construction; General Engineering; Motor Vehicle Maintenance. The
courses run over two years throughout Key Stage 4, for half a day a week.

The Military Preparation College offers an insight to life in The Forces, and also runs
over the two years, for one day a week.

If you require any further information please see Mrs Kynaston.
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OPTION SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS

ART and DESIGN GCSE

The GCSE Art and Design course demands a positive attitude and a great deal of commitment from the pupils

in our charge. On no account should it be regarded as a soft option. We encourage pupils to be self motivated
and build on their technical skilledeloped in Key Stage 3.

The Edexcel GCSE Art and Design course encourages an adventurous and enquiring approach to the subject.
Successful pupils should be able to demonstrate an understanding of past and contemporary art and design

practice andhe integration of theory and understanding to produce a personal response that embraces a range o

ideas.

Each pupil must produce the following components:
COURSEWORK (60%)
This comprises of WO UNITS - TEXTURE IN NATURE
and
ABSTRACTION IN ARCHITECTURE
EXTERNALLY SET ASSIGNMENT (40%)
Pupils are given 8 school weeks to prepare their responsesiteginally set paper and 10 hours to produce

their final piece.

Both components aiaternallyassessed arekternallymoderated.

Pupils may be able to choose to stidNDORSED FINE ART or ENDORSED TEXTILES in the Art and
Design option. This is reliant dhe number of pupils opting for either Fine Art or Textiles in each option

group.

ENDORSED FINE ART

Areas of study: abstraction, still life compaosition, manufactured and natural forms through techniques of

painting, drawing, print making and sculpture.
ENDORSED TEXTILES

This course follows a creative approach to the subject concentrating on constructed, dyed, printed fine art and

fashion textiles.

13



Is this the right subject for me?

This course is suitable for students who are:

keen to develop their visual skills

creative, enthusiastic and imaginative

able to sustain an investigation

able to enjoy visits to galleries and museums

willing to experiment and take risks in their work
willing to review their progress and maikeprovements.

The GCSE Art and Design course is a
dynamic and interesting subject that
covers many topics that can be
directly related to the world that we
live and work in.

The pool of creative talent for the 21 century is forming now.
. Art direcor

. Directorsi state, motion picture, television, radio

. Graphic Designers

. Visual Artists

. Animators

. Nustrators

. Commercial and Industrial Designers

. Fashion Designer

. Interior Designer

. Set Designer

. Painters

. Cartoonist, Comic boo#rtists

. Camera Operator, television, video or motion picture operators
. Desktop publisher

. Composing room supervisor

. Art historian

. Exhibition designers

.Marketing and advertising

14




GCSE in Applied (voulsle Aweard)

This is a course that will be offered to students in September 2010. Students will be
taught for three periods a week. The Applied Business Studies course is directly
equivalenttd_ wo  GCSHE&Ghe courseds innovative str
an understanding of four units:

Unit Overview of unit Assessment % of total double
GCSE
Unit 1 Investigating how Controlled 30%
businesses work and assessment

the business
environment

Unit 2 Business Finance External exam 20%
paper
Unit 3 Investigating people Controlled 30%
in business assessment
Unit 4 Financial planning External exam 20%
and forecasting paper

What skills will | develop?

Throughout the course students will be involved in a range of learning activities which
will allow them to develop importatansferablekey skills (numeracy,

communication, ICT, problem solving, working independently and working with
others) as well asadelop their understanding of the business world.

Will Business Studies help me with my future career?

Business Studies isdaverseandvaried course, this
means that it can be the foundation for many careers
students may choose to study. Obviguflsyou want to
be the next Richard Branson and run your own busine
it is very useful. Other careers and further studies that
can be directly linked to Business Studies include
Finance, Law, Business Administration, Resource and
Environmental Managemg Personnel, Sales and .
Marketing. To be successful in business you need to be well motivated and want to be
the best that you can:

0The big secret in |Iife is that |Jthere
goal, you can get there if you're willingto  wor k 6
Oprah Winfrey

15
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT

This GCSE course is designed to enable pupils to study the development and care o
children from conception to ¢hage of five years. It enables pupils to understand the
social, emotional, physical and intellectual development of the child through the study

of the family, community and the responsibilities of parenthood.

The course consists of six compulsory aastudy:

1. Family & Child 4. Physical Development
2. Food & Health 5. Intellectual Development
3. Pregnancy 6. Social & Emotional Development

The assessmeris based on the following:

e CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT: 30% Child Studyi one task set by the
Examiration Board to be completed during Year 10. The task must be completed

in school only.

e CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT: 30% Child focused task one task set by the

Examination Board and carried out in class time.

e THEORY PAPER: 40% one 1% hour paper.

16



DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
FOOD TECHNOLOGY

A course in Design and Technology: Food Technology offers an opportunity in the curriculum for
candidates to identify and solve real problems by designing and making food products in a range of
contexts relating to thepersonal interests. Design and Technology develops candidates' interdisciplinary
skills, all six Key Skills and their capacity for imaginative, innovative thinking, creativity and
independence.

The specification being followed will enable candidates to

A actively engage in the processes of design a
learners;
A make decisions, consider sustainability and

to design and make food products;

A e e wdy®in which aesthetic, technical, economic, environmental, ethical and social dimensions
contribute to food;

A analyse existing products and produce pract.i
their impact on quality of life;

Adevelop decisiomaking skills through individual and collaborative working;

A understand that designing and making food it
food products have an impact on lifestyle;

A devel op s kandctitisal andlysiscthroaigh imaking linkg between the principles of good
design, existing solutions and technological knowledge.

Course content:

Areas covered will includeThe design process, product analysis, sustainability and legislative issues,
designers, commercial food practices, equipment, systems and processes.

Controlled assessmeiit30 hours (60%)

Part A- Candidates will be required taumy out an analysis of the problem set by the WIEC, write a
design specification, generate a ranga&lefs, develop a solution and produce the details of the final
solution. (10 guided hours).

Part B - Plan the making process, carry out the making and evaluate project. (20 guided hours).

Examination (40 %)

One paper of 2 hours duration, which tests th@w#edge and understanding of Food Technology through
guestions on designing and making.

Section A- Four compulsory questions related to the world of Design and Technology and Food
Technology.

Section B- Four compulsory questions based on the specificationtent. These questions share a
common structure across all focus areas.
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
GRAPHIC PRODUCTS

A course in Design and Technology Graphic Products offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for
candidates to identify and solve rgabblems by designing and making products or systems in a wide
range of contexts relating to their personal interests. Design and Technology develops candidates'
interdisciplinary skills, all six Key Skills and their capacity for imaginative, innovatiwvekitig,

creativity and independence.

The specification being followed will enable candidates to:

A actively engage in the processes of design a
learners;

A make decisions, ¢ onhire iskdlewith keawkedgea anchumdeistandingyn o@er d
to design and make quality products;

A explore ways in which aesthetic, technical,
interact to shape designing and making;

A anal y pmduasandgprtoduce gractical solutions to needs, wants and opportunities, recognising
their impact on quality of life;

A dev el omakingekils tsroughrindividual and collaborative working;

A understand that desi genceculjuresandsoaetek, anl that prediictse c t
have an impact on lifestyle;

A develop skills of creativity and critical an
design, existing solutions and technological knowledge.

Course content:

Areas covered will includeThe design process, product analysis, sustainability and legislative issues,
designers, commercial graphic practices, 2D and 3D drawing techniques, web design, text, font and
lettering design, digital graphic media, materiald aamponents, tools and equipment, systems and
processes, and CAD/CAM.

Controlled assessment30 hours (60%)

Part A- Candidates will be required taumy out an analysis of the problem set by the WIEC, write a
design specification, generate a ranga&lefs, develop a solution and produce the details of the final
solution. (10 guided hours).

Part B - Plan the making process, carry out the making and evaluate project. (20 guided hours).

Examination (40 %)

One paper of 2 hours duration, which tests th@#edge and understanding of Graphic Products through
guestions on designing and making.

Section A- Four compulsory questions related to the world of Design and Technology and Graphic
Products Technology.

Section B- Four compulsory questions based oa $pecification content.

These questions share a common structure across all focus areas.
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
RESISTANT MATERIALS

A course in Design and Technology offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for
candidates to identify and solveal problems by designing and making products or systems in

a wide range of contexts relating to their personal interests. Design and Technology develops
candidates' interdisciplinary skills, all six Key Skills and their capacity for imaginative,
innovatve thinking, creativity and independence.

The specification being followed will enable candidates to:

A actively engage in the processes of design
independent learners;

A make deci si ons,andcombme shilks with nowledge iand argdérdtanding

in order to design and make quality products;

A explore ways in which aesthetic, technical
dimensions interact to shape designing and making;

A anal ynepeoduetx dang fgrdduce practical solutions to needs, wants and opportunities,
recognising their impact on quality of life;

A dev el omakingekils tsroughrindividual and collaborative working;

A understand that d e s i fHuencenaglturasnadd societles, and that e f | e c
products have an impact on lifestyle;

A develop skills of creativity and critical a
of good design, existing solutions and technological knowledge.

Course content

Areas covered will includeThe design process, product analysis, sustainability and legislative
issues, designers, commercial manufacturing practices, materials and components, tools and
equipment, systems and processes, and CAD/CAM.

Controlledassessmeriit 30 hours (60%)

Part A- Candidates will be required tacy out an analysis of the problem set by the WJEC,
write a design specification, generate a range of ideas, develop a solution and produce the
details of the final solution. (10 guidédurs).

Part B - Plan the making process, carry out the making and evaluate project. (20 guided hours).

Examination (40%)

One paper of 2 hours duration, which tests the knowledge and understanding of resistant
materials through questions on designing @nadking.

Section A- Four compulsory questions related to the world of Design and Technology and
Resistant Materials Technology.

Section B- Four compulsory questions based on the specification content.

These questions share a common structure acrdssadl areas.
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
TEXTILES

A course in Design and Technology Textiles offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for
candidates to identify and solve real problems by designing and making products or systems in a wide
range of cotexts relating to their personal interests. Design and Technology develops candidates'
interdisciplinary skills, all six Key Skills and their capacity for imaginative, innovative thinking,
creativity and independence.

The specification being followed wiinable candidates to:

A actively engage in the processes of designhn
learners;

A make decisions, consider sustainability and
order to design and makeality products;

A explore ways in which aesthetic, technical,

interact to shape designing and making;

A analyse existing product s and produce prac
reaognising their impact on quality of life;

A dev el omakingekils tsroughrindividual and collaborative working;

A understand that designing and making reflec:
have an impact on lifestyle;

A ewelop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the principles of good
design, existing solutions and technological knowledge.

Course content:

Areas covered will includeThe design process, product analysis, sustainahititl legislative issues,
designers, commercial textiles practices, textile manufacturing techniques, material properties and
components, tools and equipment, systems and processes, and CAD/CAM.

Controlled assessment30 hours (60%)

Part A- Candidatesvill be required to arry out an analysis of the problem set by the WJEC, write a
design specification, generate a range of ideas, develop a solution and produce the details of the fina
solution. (10 guided hours).

Part B - Plan the making process, caoyt the making and evaluate project. (20 guided hours).

Examination (40%)

One paper of 2 hours duration, which tests the knowledge and understanding of textile materials
through questions on designing and making.

Section A- Four compulsory questionglated to the world of Design and Technology and textiles
materials technology.

Section B- Four compulsory questions based on the specification content.

These questions share a common structure across all focus areas.
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DRAMA

When an employer seeSCSE Drama on an application form, they see a person who is
confident, with excellent communication skills and able to work as part of a Bxama helps

you to develop these skills.

You will take part in many practical assessmefitam which two final grades will be selected
(60%). These practical examinations are based on both scripted pieces and dramas you will
devise as part of a group.

Each option is assessed through 50% practical work (preparatory work apcbdndt) and 1%

written response to the process of development.

There are many theatre trips orgad both locally and furtheifiald and you will experience a

range of productions on which you can write theatre reviews in preparation fomyitien

exam (40%). Thisexam also contains questions on the play you have studied throughout the
course.

Pupils need to be committed and have a disciplined approach to group work. They also need to
remember that written work is equally as important as practical work and rsfailee set
regularly.

Pupils who choose Drama enjoy their studies for many reasons. There is usually an excellent
atmosphere within lessons.

GCSE Drama is enjoyable, relevant and interesting. It is widely accepted as a valuable
qualification for a rang of careers and university courses. Do not worry if you feel that you do
not have the confidence that is required for Drama. Everybody starts the course at the same level
and confidence quickly grows. What you do need is a clear interest in the saibject

enthusiasm.

(\
Y
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ECONOMICS

Economics is the study of how we make a living.

What is studied at GCSE Economics?

e The study of supply and demand is at the heart of any economics course so you will learn about
what determines the prices way for goods and services we buy: eg what determines the price
of petrol? clothes? computer games?

e The language of the subject needs to be learned. Key terms include scarcity, costs, revenue,
profit, loss, taxation, market, saving, borrowing, mortgageshange rate, inflation, recession,
unempl oyment and many moreeéeécée

Should you choose it?

e If you are interested in the news, like figures, like diagrams, like being encouraged to see the
world in a new way then it sounds like a subject for you.

e As wellas formal teaching you can expect quizzes, lots of topical programmes, bendaie
examples and explanations of the economic world.

Assessment

e Youwillbe giventwopapersone on OPer soamrmad &rotntoeni c&lon v e
Economic | ssueso

e This unit is examined at the end of year 10y a paper of one hour fifteen minutes using data
responsé style questions.

¢ In Personal Economics you are tested on your understanding of the personal life cycle, savings,
borrowing, spending decisions, empiosnt, redundancy, budget management, wage
determination and more.

e dnvestigati ng fdEusesorotamation, shending, di@vidhe Government runs the
economy, the environment, Europe, the Obig
economic grouh, the role of the Bank of England in setting interest rates, the importance of
the exchange rate.

e Current economic issues are also studied, such as globalisation, poverty and
development. The board issues the relevant topics in advance and they arerdually also
examined by data response along with &éManapg
minute paper.

For further information please speakMio J Boggan (G23)andor look at the AQA website,
Economics GCSE specification from 2009
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FRENCH

The GCSE course provides a natural progression from the work already done in Key Stage 3. It
aims to develop the four language skills and to extend knowledge of the way the language works.

The aims of the GCSE French course are as follows:

e To develop understanding of the spoken and written forms of French in a range of contexts
throughListening and Reading

e To develop the ability to communicate effectively in French using a range of vocabulary
and structures throudgbpeaking and Writing

e To develop knowledge and understanding of the working of the French language and the
ability to apply it, througtGrammar

e To develop knowledge and understanding of France and Fspeelking countries

e To provide a suitable foundation for further study, faamaple at AS/A Level and in
Higher education

e To equip the student with a practical, useful knowledge of the French language.

The assessment of the course is arranged in 4 units:

Unit 1 7 Listening (20% of total)

e Pupils will be required to listen to, amg other things, public announcements, instructions
and requests, interviews, news items, short dialogues and monologues such as weather
forecasts. There will be two tiers of entBoundation (35 minute exam at the end of Year
11)or Higher (45 minute exan at the end of Year 11)

Unit 27 Speaking (30% of total)

e Pupils will be required to take part in a structured conversation on topics such as, Home
Life; Home Town and Region; School; Free Time and Holidays. They will also have to
give a presentation ontapic of their choice and discuss its content. This assessment is
untiered. (2 pieces must be produced during controlled assessment in the classnoom
final exam)

Unit 317 Reading (20% of total)

e The reading test may assess, among other things, the efuengion of written public
notices and signs, magazine or newspaper articles and personal information such as that
found in letters, notes-mails or messages. There will be two tiers of erfigundation
(35 minute exam at the end of Year bt Higher (45 minute exam at the end of Year 11)

Unit 4 7 Writing (30% of total)
e The assessment of the writing is through controlled assessment. This consistpietaso
of writing chosen from a task bank, and completed in class under controlled conditions.
Eachpiece must be produced in one session. Pupils are allowed access to dictionaries and
notes which they have already made, and which will be submitted with their work. This
assessment imtiered.
(There is no final exam for Unit 4: Writing)
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Statistics show that compared to other subjects Geography graduates are

among the most employable. They possess the skills that employers look for.
Geography is a combination of the facts of science and the understanding of

the G@eography is the subj ectMichakl&dlin.hol d

Geographers can... Geographers are...
@ Make a concise report @ Good communicators
@ Handle data @ Spatially aware
@ Ask gquestions and find answers @ Socially and environmentally
@ Make decisions about an issue aware
@ Analyse material @ Problem solvers
@ Manage themselves @ Good team players
@ Solve problems @ Computer literate
@ Think independently @ Well rounded, flexible thinkers

Wit hout Geography vyo

NOWHERE!

The world in which we live is likely to change more in the next 50 years than it has
done before. Geography explains why this is and helps to prepare you for those ch
If you enjoy studying Geography and are good &tciarry on studying it foGCSE! You
are more likely to obtain your best results in a subject you enjoy and are good 3
Geography provides a firm basis for ifing learning

GCSE Geography (WJEC)
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S  IhePhysical World b Three data response >  An enquiry based
>, 1 Water ™  questions with extended AN on fieldwork and a
< River processes and E" writing. These will be > problem solving
< landforms S Dbased upon three topics ||.=" gecision-making
S Managing rivers g Of study: 2 exercise. This wil
S ) Cl'g ? cn S, Living Things — be completed in
o . Climate Change O  The living planet W Year Eleven,
(D  Causes and effects ) <, When you have
o Reducing its | ‘ (O Management = enough
— educing Its impact T  Alternative futures Q. experience to
8 3. Living in an Active Zone c E complete this to a
~  Hazards at plate margins o . 8’ high standard.
i Reducing the risk = Tourism 3 The write up will
= g O  The changing nature of 0 be class based to
c tourism ~ make it ea3|ert;o
X manage your time
- AGlobal World ’N The impact of tourism .‘B and regdu)ée the
4. Changing Populations *é’ Sustainable growth of ‘= need for extra
World population distribution > tourism D homework
Future changes in distribution
and structure Retail and Urban
5. Interdependence Change
Trends in globalisation The changing city centre
Impacts of globalisation Changing patterns of
6. Development reta|l|ng.
Measuring patterns of Alternative futures
development
Achieving the Millennium \ /
L Development Goals )
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GERMAN

This course is a natural progseon of the work done in Yea8sand 9leading on to GCSE (WJEC) in
Year 11.

The aims of the GCSE German course are as follows:

e To develop understanding of the spoken and written forms of German in a range of contexts;

e To develop the ability to commuwdte effectively in German through both the spoken and
written word, using a range of vocabulary and structures;

e To develop knowledge and understanding of the grammar of German and the ability to apply it;

e To develop knowledge and understanding of GernaanatyGermasspeaking countries;

e To provide a suitable foundation for further study and/ or practical use of German.

The Scheme of assessment is as follows:

D Pupils will be required to listen to, among other things, public announcements, instructions and
requests, interviews, news items, short dialogues and monologues such as weather forecasts.

(45 minute exam at the end of Year 11) 20% L

==

§

Pupils will be required to take part in a conversation on topics
such as, Home Life; Home Town and Region; School; Free Time
and Holidays. They will also give a presentation on a topic of

their choice followed by a discussion of the presentation.

(Pupils may be assessed on more than one occasiondach task
and may submit the best marks.) 30%

—

The reading test may asse among other things, the comprehension of written public notices
’\’\f\://;\ and signs, magazine or newspaper articles and personal information such as that found in
R ‘\\\’/\ L\ letters,notes, emails or messages.

AN ¥ =AY (45 minute exam at the end of Year 11) 20%

The assessment of the writing is entirely through coursework.

This consists of two tasks, completed in class. Pupils are allowed to \(;\ g

use dictionaries and will have accéssotes. Pupils are required to {&\
write on past, present and future events, expressing their personal

opinions. The work can be of an imaginative, descriptive or discursive

nature.

(No final exami 100% coursework!) 30%

@M Why learn Germgn? .
Fooh e German is easier to | earn than you th
5;//’/% reasonable amount of effort any average student can expect to do well.

NS f e German is a very successful subject at Stanwell. In 2008 th€ Aa&ss rate at

} GCSE was 100%.
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HISTORY

Historyisapopulars ubj ect and pupils study O6Aspects ofangehe

of teaching methods and learning activitiesare used to ensure the examination work is made interesting and
rewarding. These include visual, auditory and kinaesthetic strategies, traditional methods and the use of ICT
Power pointsAssessmentakes place on a regular basis.
You will be interested in History andenjoy studying the past. You might have ambitions to take history further
and/or see it as a support to a related subject. History and its skills are transferable to lifevalogctaghly by
employers and universities History is al® aspringboard to a number of careersincluding: journalism, law,
management, personnel, publishing, media, politics, and history specific areas.

THE COURSE (WJEC - GCSE - 20th Century History)

Unit 1: USA 191029 Study in Depth 1 hour Examination 25%

The American Economy; causes of the boom and bust, the Wall Street Crash, government policie:

Culture and Society; American culture, the Jazz Age, Hollywood and films, role of women, sport.
Problems and Challenges; immigration, gangsters, praimbitku Klux Klan, religion, fear of
communism.

Unit 2: Germany 192947 Study in Depth 1 hour Examination 25%

Reasons why Hitler came to power 1929and how Hitler established a dictatorship 1933

Life in Germany 19339; propaganda, educatigmuth, women, economy, workers, aBgmitism.

World War Two; life in Germany, bombings, the Holocaust, defeat, division of Germany.

Unit 3: USA 19292000 Outline Study 1 hour Examination 25%

Race Issue, 1929 2000; 1930s, Ku KluxKlan, World War Two, Civil Rights Movement, Martin Luther King,
Malcolm X, Black Power, 1990s, the extent and reasons why the lives of black people in the USA changed.
Foreign policy, 19291 2000; relations with Japan in the 1930s, World War Two, The Ggat, Cuba, Vietham,
relations with USSR and the wider world, the extent and reasons why US foreign policy changed.

Unit 4 Controlled Assessment 25%

This entails @wo part historical investigation on the effects of war on Wales and England in the twtdntentury.

Pupils are assessed on their understanding of the uses and reliability of sources.

Educational Visits

At present in May half term pupils have the opportunity to visit Berlin, Germany to explore locations relevant to
Nazism and the Cold War.
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| CT Options

The ICT departmendffers two further options routes for pupils during Key Stage #h addition to
the compulsory AIDA cours&;IDA+ or GCE AS Computing.

1. CIDA +

By completing units 3 and 5 pupilsill gain aCIDA+qualification which is equivalent to 3
GCSEs by the end of Key Stage 4.

a. Unit 3 Graphics
This unit provides learners with the knowledge and skills they need

to design and produce effective graphic products that
communicate successfully onscreen angrint. Learners will
discover how to:
e use vector and bitmap tools to develop graphic
elements
e use testing and feedback from others as an integral part
iterative development process from initial designs
through to final products
¢ exhibit their achieements in an eportfolio
e Evaluate the effectiveness of graphic products they produce and assess the contribution
of underpinning processes, such as planning and use of feedback, to their success.

of an

b. Unit 5 Games Authoring
This is a practical course that uses state of the art Games Design Sdftisaren
" Maker and introduces pupils to the world of Games Design. The course develops
pupils understanding of programming concepts and skills together with developing
their plannhg and project management skills.

& . This unitalso aims to provide learners with the knowledge and skills they need to
design and produce interactive computer games.

Game Desgn

On completion of this unit a learner will:

« Know about different types of games, game features and game play

« Be able to produce a game proposal and production plan

« Be able to design and develop games for others to play, employing an iterative,
participatory approach to game development from int@ncept to final game, using
feedback from others to inform the process

« Be able to showcase achievements

e Be able to review games and suggest improvements

o Be able to use ICT efficiently and safely.
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2.GCE AS Computing

This course will providepupils with a first step into the world of computer programming. The
course consists of two units:

CG1: This is an external exam in the theory behind how computers work and their impact on
society. The exam is three hours and accounts for 66% of thead®.dPupils will explore the
following theory elements:

Hardware and Communication

Organisation and Structure of Data

Data types and Data Structure

Algorithms and Programming

Nature and Types of Software

Systems analysis and design

Consequence and curtdrends in uses of computers.

CG2: This is the practical element to the course where pupils are introduced to a programming
language , Visual Studio and use this to solve a problem set by the examination board and account:
for 34% of the AS grade.
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LEISURE AND TOURISM

This is a modular GCSE course which is worth two passes ranging from Double A* to Double G and
Is 50% exam based and 50% coursework.

The Leisure and Tourism industries are the fastest growing industries within the UK and are one of the
countryos major employers.

This course is of interest to you if you:

1. Want to be employed in an industry which is constantly changing and enjoy gdrkectly
with members of the public.

2. Enjoy research and working on short sek&arather than the traditional
exam route.

The topics covered are:

Leisure and Tourism in a chosen arearhis unit involves
looking at the range of facilities in a en area, their ownership
and how they provide for locals and visitors. This is assessed through a controlled assignment.

Tourism destinations. This looks at the range of destinations on a global scale and why people are
attracted to such areas. This is exam based.

Leisure and tourism organisations.For this unit you will need to look at the marketing and
customer service policies of selectedanmisations and to produce a written report.

Changes in the travel and tourism industriesThis is the second of the exam units and looks at
how changes in peopleds | eisure time, techno
the industry.

This GCSE course gives you a good insight into the industry and will help prepare doedor
empl oyment or wil|l be a good foundation for

29



MEDIA STUDIES AND SYSTEMS

The media are a central element of modern life in technological economies. They have a crucial role
in such economies by providing information abthé world, creating opportunities for commerce and
offering pleasure and entertainment in mediated forms. Starting in the familiar and media saturated
world of the student the course allows students to study media production through both the work of
mediaorganisations and through their own work in creating meanings. Media Studies encourages the
recognition of the complexities of the relationship between the student as a receiver of media products
and as a maker of personal meanings from media texts.

Wha is Media Studies?

Media Studies is a course offering pupils the chance to learn about mass medid fBiims
Television, Radio, Magazines, Newspapers, Comics and Popular Music. They will learn about the
history and organisation of the media institniothemselves and also about the process by which
different programme, editions, songs etc. are actually made. One thing all pupils enjoy is the chance tc
critically analyse the media texts which interest them, using exciting new concepts and terminology,
because it increases their previous understanding and enjoyment of them so much.

Why study Media?

The mass media provide a 6window on the world
and education on other countries, cultures and ssmaoome systems, as well as keeping us up to
date with the events happening i mmediately ar
identification with our own culture, as we see areas of society we recognise reflected in the media.
Such an importat part of our everyday lives is worthy of a serious programme of study. We also have
a multtmedia suite that enables all pupils to study and produce coursework in digital, interactive
formats.

How is it assessed?

The GCSE examination in Media Studissassessed through an exam paper (40%) and three pieces of
controlled assessment work (60%). One must be a production piece and two are textual investigation:
on different media areas. Pupils are given opportunities to create controlled assessmehatwork
reflect their own areas of media interest and specialism. The department has an excellent record o
examination results, which greatly exceed national averages in the subject.

What about future opportunities?

Media is a constantly expanding sutfj@rea. The study of the media in school may well point the
way to future employment and the media industries employ many thousands of people in hundreds of
specialist areas. Many Universities and Colleges include Media Studies (or related studiegjras a
course, and there are many more vocational courses in specialist areas all over the country. Medic
related degrees at the best universities are regarded highly by the media industries.
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MUSIC

GCSE Musicis designed to offer all pupils a valid and interesting course. It provides
opportunities for:

a) already accomplished musicians to develop their talents and intensify their studies;

b) those who may have enjoyed practical work and are now keen to further their interest
as a way of obtaining an extra qualification;

c) those who have enjoyed music making, but have never pursued this outside the
classroom.

CONTENT

Listening
This develops aural awareness through the understanding of music alongside an
appreciation of musical traditions and developments in a variety of stylReck,

Classical, Jazz, Folk, Popular.

Performing
The department encourages performarmdes wide variety of musical styles, from music

of the sixteenth century to pop! Improved skills in performance will enable pupils to
participate in the wide range of activities found both in school and in the community.
They are encouraged to sing dayboth individually and as part of a group, performing
pieces of their own choice at the end of the coursdt is not essential for pupils to
receive private instrumental tuition, but all GCSE pupils are expected to participate

in departmental extra-curricular activities.

This helps develop musicianship and improve ensemble skills.

Composing
The music room has two music computer suites in addition to a fully equipped recording

studio. All pupils are encouraged to experiment with electronic equipment and record
their work using a computer workstation. The course aims to develop the ingenuity,
inventiveness and imagination of pupils in exploring sound, relating their ideas to the
areas of musical study. Several contrasting pieces are composed or arranged during the
course from whichwo are selected for final submission.
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