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Religious Fundamentalism

üNot concerned with any specific religion

üA style of political thought, rather than a 

collection of ideas and values

üSome scholars argue that religious 

fundamentalism is merely a ósub-speciesô 

of the ideology of nationalism
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Fundamentalist Principles

üFundamentalists see religion as a set of 

firm principles that cannot be challenged

üSuch principles should be the guiding light 

in issues such as personal conduct and 

the organisation of social, economic and 

political life

üñPolitics is religionò (Ayatollah Khomeini)
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Public/private divide

ü In the West, politics in religion has been 
restricted by the spread of our liberal culture and 
ideas

ü Thus, there is a public/private divide

üBut, fundamentalismôs refusal to accept that 
religion is a personal matter, is that which 
establishes its ideological credentials

üñExisting structures must be replaced with a 
comprehensive system based on religious 
principlesò
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The Fundamentalist Impulse

üFundamentalism refers to a commitment 

of ideas and values seen to be óbasicô, or 

ófoundationalô

üThese principles are seen to be enduring 

and unchanging in character,

üAnd they usually derive from spiritual texts 

claiming the true word of God



7

Religious fundamentalismé

üHas a proven ability to generate political 

activism and mobilise the faithful

üCan offer certainty in an uncertain world

üDisplaces socialism as the creed of 

political renewal and social justice

üWorks on both psychological and social 

levels
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Anti-modernism

üAlthough Religious fundamentalism is anti-

modern in character, this image alone is 

misleading

üReligious fundamentalism is selectively
traditional (i.e. return to ófamilyô values, 

�6�K�D�U�L�¶�Dlaw) and selectively modern in 

character


