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TASK

Work in pairs and complete
the Simpsons Quiz
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Who is the Simpsons creator?

Matt Groening
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What is the name of Springfield’s
historical founder?

Jebediah Springfield
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Who is the Simpsons’ evangelical
Christian neighbour?

Ned Flanders
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Which Simpson character is concerned
about social behaviour and treating all
people equally?

Lisa



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/ec/Lisa_Simpson.png
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What does Homer believe God is like?

A great big Santa Claus in
the sky
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What is the name of the minister of
Springfield Community Church?

ﬁ Reverend Timothy Lovejoy
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Why was the Simpson family’s Christmas
almost ruined?

Bart’s tattoo/Bart burns
down Christmas tree
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Which world religion does Krusty the Clown
represent?

Judaism
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Which Buddhist Hollywood actor has
appeared on the Simpsons?

Richard Gere
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What is the name of the Hindu
character?

Apu Nahasapeemapetilon




To help you understand and identify
some of the ways in which The
Simpsons portrays religious beliefs and
practices.

To help you understand and
examine the different faith views of
certain Simpsons characters.




The Simpsons

eWhat is it about the Simpsons that
you find entertaining?

eWhy do you think it is so popular?

eWhat is it about the characters that viewers
can connect with?



The Reality of
the Simpsons

eIt is against the backdrop of real life

eIt deals with life situations and real issues

eOur focus over the next 8 lessons is to
consider how it deals with the issue of
religious beliefs and practices



The Simpsons and Faith

The Simpsons mirrors real life

The show recognises that faith is a very
real issue in the lives of Americans

The show supports the fact that faith is a
personal issue and each of us are on
personal journeys of faith



The Simpsons and Faith

eChristians share the view that each of us
are on personal faith journeys and we
should seek to discover faith for ourselves

The Simpsons puts faith in a positive
light. It says it’'s ok to have faith!

*Religion is sometimes ridiculed but
spirituality is popular in Springfield



e » - | AN Overview of Religion
in The Simpsons

Read pages 44 — 46 in the
text book and make a
s spider diagram,
| highlighting key details, to
s ©xplain what some
| scholars, theologians,
e @l rcligious leaders and
e atheists have said about
the way religion is used in
The Simpsons.




THE SIMPSONS"

The Gospel According to
The Simpsons

Read the ‘Foreword’ of this book and

 write a brief explanation of the
'~ religious beliefs and practices
'~ demonstrated by the characters of

Ned Flanders, Lisa and Homer.
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plants surprisingly vigorous. One says to the other:
“It must be that a gardener has been coming and doing something
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Meet the Family

Marge, the 34yearold mother of the family, is the glue that holds
the family together. Her sense of morality and selfless commitment
to her family is the only thing that keeps the Simpsons from falling
apart. This directly affects her views on religi@he is a devout
Christian, who looks to God and religion to give her the strength
necessary to keep her family goingecause of this, her prayers ane
often bargains with God, such as when the town is facing a nuclear
meltdown Marge prays, "Dear Lord, if you spare this town from
becoming a smoking hole in the ground, I'll try to be a better
Christian, | don't know what | can do Mmm.. . . oh, the next time
there's a canned food drive, I'll give the poor something they'll
actually like instead of old lima bans and pumpkin mix" (Homer
Defined). She views the church as the only place to curb Homerjand
Bart's appetites, if onlfor anhour a week.




Meet the Family

Lisais, without a doubt, the smartest eiglyearold in
Springfield. She is light years ahead of anyone else in her famil
intellectually, and this shows on many levéier intelligence
causes her to view religion as a matter of a set of morals and
tradition rather than of pure faith. She views things as causes
and effects.For example, if she watches stolen cable, she will
go to hell; therefore she should not watch it (Lisa vs. Homer|anc
the 8th Commandment). Or, when she cheats on a test she feel
she must confess because her morals dictate that she should,
even though if she does the school will lose funding (Lisa Gets
an A).Although she is rather incapable of taking leaps of faith,
her strong sense of morality leads her to live a good life
anyway, and to try her best to influence other family members
to do so.

MATT GROEDING



o--| Meetthe Family

Bartis the tenyearold anarchist whose goal in life seems to
beto rebel against any form of authority he can findhese
include his parents, his teachers, the town, dhd ultimate
authority, God.However, like most rebellious kids, Bart
ultimately seeks the control of the very things he rebels
against. That is why most of his "pranks are either thwarted|or
turn to ultimate good" (Bowler, par. 27Bart is the prodigal
son of the family, and through him, the others' good nature is
allowed to shine For example, when Bart ruins Christmas far
the family, and then lies about it, they end up losing everything
to the angry townsfolk. However, from this they learn to
appreciate each other and realize that Christmas is not about
material possessions (Miracle on Evergreen Terrace).




Meet the Family

Homeris the 36 yeanld patriarch of the Simpson family. H¢
Is the dimwitted nucleus of the family, but he depends on the
others far more than they depend on hifdis views on
religion are best described as confusdde constantly
misreads the bible, such as when he tells Lisa, "your mother
has this crazy idea that gambling is wrong, even though they
say it's okay in the bible" when Lisa asks where, Homer
replies, "somewhere in the back"gfingfield). He also
mistakes God for a waffle stuck to the ceiling (Homer Loves
Flanders), and believes that Hercules and the Lion is a bible
story (Blood Feud). This confusion leads Homer to constantly
fall into sin, however, "Catholics would say his sins are venial,
rather than mortal.He willingly does wrong, but never
rejects God or the idea of divine justicéle's simply weak"
(Kisken par. 31) And although he is, for the most part, a
sinner, his dedication to his family is why he ultimately ends
up choosing good over evil.
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Stand by the character
face whose ‘faith’ you can
best relate to. You will be
asked to give a reason for

your decision.




Aim By the end of the next 2 lessons you will:

« Understand what the Bible says about the nature of
God and agape.

« See selfless Christian love at work in the residents of
Springfield and one man’s view of what God is like.



.. .| The Nature of God

God is omniscient = all-knowing

God is omnipotent = all-powerful

God is creator

God works through other people
God has a plan for everyone’s life

God appears to people in visions
and dreams = revelation

God can be communicated with
through prayer

God is omnipresent = present
everywhere at one time

God is iImmanent = close to each person
and acting in the world

God is transcendent = above and
beyond human understanding

God is omnibenevolent = all-loving

God'’s love means not expecting
anything in return

God can work miracles

God is perfect



o - - | The Simpsons and God

‘Right-wingers complain there’s no God on TV. Not only do the Simpsons
go to church every Sunday and pray; they actually speak to God from time
to time. We show Him, and God has five fingers — unlike the Simpsons,
who only have four.” (Matt Groening,1999). The Simpsons is consistently
irreverent toward organized religion’s failings and excesses, as it is with
most institutions of modern life. However God is not mocked. When The
Simpsons characters are faced with crises, they turn to God. He answers




The Simpsons and God

Characters in the series are a little hazy on the
essence of God and His plan for humanity.

* In one episode, Homer mistakes a waffle stuck to his
celling for God, and then compounds the error by eating
the waffle and mocking Communion by describing the taste
as “sacrelicious.”

*On another occasion, Lisa says to
Bart, “| don’t know who or what God is
exactly. All | know is, he’s a force more
powerful than Mom and Dad put
together.”




o - - | The Simpsons and God

*Marge Is the most faithful member of the family and
believes that when she sings “You Light Up My Life,”
she is singing about God.

*The sign outside Springfield
Community Church offers multiple
views, from “God, the Original Love
Connection” to “God Welcomes His
Victims.”




The Simpsons and God

Homer is the character who has the most personal
relationship with God.

* In his spiritual searching, Homer is not shy about
going directly to the source and asking God for help in
his dally life.

*Over the years that the series has run, Homer has
gone back and forth about God’s fundamental nature:
“He’s always happy. No wait, He’s always mad.”



The Simpsons and God

Homer is never entirely certain of God’s love,
which he tests repeatedly e.g. Driving the family
car during a Halloween fantasy sequence he flees
a zombie — the undead Ned Flanders. “Dear God,”
he cries, “it's Homer. If you really love me, you'll
save me now,” then he runs out of gas.

* In another episode, he struggles to express
God'’s universality: “You’re everywhere. You're
omnivorous.”

* After shaking up Springfield with revelations on
his personal Web site he believes he has changed
the world: “Now | know how God feels.”



o - - | The Simpsons and God

Predestination is sometimes mentioned, where
God’s plan is used sometimes as an excuse,
sometimes as an explanation:

*\WWhen about to buy a rare issue of Radioactive Man,
Bart says, “Until this moment, | never knew why God
put me on this earth. But now | know...to buy that
comic book.”

*\When told that his house is teetering on its
foundation, Homer says the situation is “all part of
God’s plan.”, and when he causes a traffic accident,
he shouts, “Act of God, not my fault!”




The Simpsons and God

*\WWhen he is criticised for using bad language,
he says, “Maybe | curse a little, but that’s the
way God made me and I'm too old to stop
now.”

Lisa equates her family’s weekly menu with
predestination: “Friday night. Pork chops.
From cradle to grave, etched in stone In
God’s library somewhere in heaven.




o - - | The Simpsons and Jesus

Read pages 24-31 of “The Gospel According to
The Simpsons’ to research how Jesus is portrayed
by the writers of The Simpsons. Highlight key
details in your resource booklet.
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What does ‘agape’ mean to Christians?

Unconditional love, given freely and unreservedly. It is the
love God has for humans. Agape love is the sort of love that
Jesus recommended: ‘A new commandment | give to you,
that you love one another even as | have loved you.’
(John13:34)




What does the term heretic mean?
A person who holds a ‘false belief’ or a set of
beliefs that are contrary to the accepted
orthodoxy of a particular religion or belief

system.




Watch the episode and think about what it
says about the characters and their faith.

For example - What does it say about...
*The things they put their faith in?

eTheir belief in God (if any)?
sWhere they turn for support?

‘How they put religious beliefs into
practice?




Task:

Read pages 20-24 of "The Gospel
According to The Simpsons’ and
using this resource and the notes you
made while you were watching
‘Homer the Heretic’, write one or two
paragraphs that explain how the
episode’s religious references relate
to real world beliefs about God.



1. What do you think about the responses given to Marge,
Homer and Lisa?

“Hey, what'’s the big deal about going to some building every

Sunday? | mean, isn't God everywhere?”

“Oh, but I am. | have a shrine to Ganesha, the God of worldly

wisdom, located in the employee lounge.”

“Don’t worry sweetheart, if I'm wrong I'll recant on my deathbed.

2. Ned Flanders insists God did not burn down number
742. How does the Reverend Lovejoy feel God was at

work i n Homer 6s | i fe? Does this

love?

3. When the church door is frozen, Lisa quietly recites the
Lorddos Prayer. What does this

religious feelings?

t

1

e |



The Genesis Tub

H/W :
Watch the episode called “The Genesis Tub” (Part 2 of

“Treehouse of Horror VII and complete a character faith
profile. Write a short paragraph to explain how this
episode relates to real life beliefs about God.
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Read your partner’s paragraphs explaining
how the way God is portrayed in ‘Homer the
Heretic’ and ‘The Genesis Tub’ relates to real
life beliefs about God. Add 3 comments/points
that you think would improve their answer
further.



Aim By the end of the next 2 lessons you will:
« Understand what the Christian beliefs about the
afterlife and the soul.
« See how these concepts are portrayed in The Simpsons.




What does the Bible say?

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul;
rather be afraid of God, who can destroy both body and soul in hell.”
(Matthew 10: 28)

“Listen to this secret truth: we shall not all die, but when the last
trumpet sounds, we shall all be changed in an instant as quickly as the
blinking of an eye. For when the trumpet sounds, the dead will be
raised, never to die again, and we shall all be changed. For what is
mortal must be changed into what is immortal; what will die must be
changed into what cannot die. So when this takes place, and the
mortal has been changed into the immortal, then the scripture will
come true: ‘Death is destroyed; victory is complete!” (1 Corinthians 15:
51-54)

“Very truly, | tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him
who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgement, but
has passed from death to life.” (John 5: 24)



When a The soul moves There is a judgement
person dies on to another life which determines the
their soul (in heaven, hell or destiny of the soul.
does not purgatory for RC).

cease to

exist.

Hell may be
portrayed as a
place of torment
and pain.
Purgatory is

The destiny is
determined by
The Christian Teaching two things: a

About The Afterlife per sonads
response to
Jesus and his
teachings; the
way a person
responds to
those in need on
Earth.

where sins are
punished before
the soul moves
on to heaven

Heaven is
often There is aresurrection to

represented as | | new life: not immortality but

beautiful and resurrected life. This

serene- a resurrection is, for the

paradise. believer, a sharing in the People in heaven are said to
victory over death won by belong to the Communion of
Jesus. Saints.




o The spiritual characteristic of humanity
which enables us to relate to God.

o The “real you”.

o The part of us which isn’t physical and
which goes on after death.

o A reflection of the image of God in
human beings.

o The part that separates us from other
animals.




In his version of Doctor Faustus, a story about a man who makes a pact with the
devil, the author Thomas Mann described hell as a “soundless cellar, far down
beneath God'’s hearing.”

4 R
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In the O.T. Jews describe hell (Sheol or Gehenna)
as a dreary, dark and noiseless place. The dwelling
place of all the dead, regardless of their character.




The nature of heaven and hell is a topic that comes up often at Sunday school at
Springfield Community Church and unlike many mainstream Protestants, including John
Paul Il, characters in The Simpsons believe unquestionably in a very literal interpretation
of both concepts. If a person has been good, says Ms. Albright, he or she will go to
heaven, where “you get to do whatever you like best.” However, this idea differs to the
Protestant teaching, in which salvation comes through grace and not works. When Martin
asks how to “steer clear of the abode of the damned,” the teacher’s answer is, “Do good

works and avoid sin” rather than “accept Jesus.”

In one episode Bart asks about bodily resurrection,
which echoes some of Christianity’s early theological
debates. He wants to know if a good person who loses
a leg in a fight will be reconnected with the limb in
heaven. Ms. Albright replies, “ Yes, the body will be
made whole.” For the children, the teacher’s most
disturbing comment concerning the nature of the soul is
that animals won’t be going to heaven.




Most evangelical Christians accept the traditional view of hell that is
portrayed in The Simpsons:

* Near death, after a heart attack, Homer regains consciousness and tells the
doctor he had a vision of “ a wonderful place filled with fire and brimstone, and
there were these guys in red pyjamas sticking pitchforks in my butt.”

*Bart’s teacher, Edna Krabappel, upon finding herself in hell in a Simpsons comic
book, observes that at least eternal torment in the underworld “beats teaching.”




1. Read pages 93-100 from “The Gospel According to The
Simpsons’ and using the information and any other knowledge
you have from watching the show, list 7 key words or phrases
about heaven/ hell/ the devil/ or the soul.

2. Now create 7 visual images of these concepts as portrayed in
The Simpsons.

3. Swop your images with someone else and decode their
images.




Physical Morality
Freewill
Spiritual Unique
conscience

Image of God
Inner Self



“I hope there will be Us magazine in heaven”
- Maude Flanders

St. Peter plays solitaire at the
pearly gates, and Homer is
required to do one good deed
within 24 hours in order to
enter

“I want to go to rich man’s
heaven”
- Grandpa Abe Simpson

“If a person has been good they will go to
heaven, where they get to do whatever
they like best”

- Ms Albright



Maggots are your sheet, worms your blanket. There’s a
lake of fire, burning with sulphur. You'll be tormented day
and night, forever and ever. As a matter of fact, if you
actually saw hell, you’d be so frightened you would die. ”
- Ms. Albright

“So what your you’re

saying is that there’s a
downside to afterlife.”

-Martin

If I withhold the truth may | go straight to Hell where | will eat naught
but burning hot coals and drink naught but burning hot cola. Where
demons will punch me in the back. Where my soul will be chopped
up into confetti and strewn upon a parade of murderers and single
mothers.... Where my tongue will be torn out by ravenous birds.” -
Children made to repeat after Rev. Lovejoy



What 'I;Ile Greator Saill....

A The Simpsons often t ake
that is the opposite of what we believe,

exaggerates it to the point of ridiculousness
and we hope people get it
(Guardian 4/10/04) )

What is ‘the point’ of Rev. Lovejoy’s
description of Hell on the previous
slide and how is he used to put it
over?

Read the section entitled
Scriptures (page 50) in your text
book to help you answer this
guestion.
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After carrying out a prank on the First Church of
Springfield, Bart sells his soul to Milhouse for five dollars.
Bart comes to regret his decision and goes on a
desperate quest to regain his soul. In the end, he gets it
back with the help of an unexpected source.




Some philosophers believe
that nobody is born with a
soul; that you have to earn
one through suffering and
thought and prayer.

Soul! There’s no such thing
as a soul! It’s just
something they made up to

scare kids, like the Boogie
Man or Michael Jackson.

T © han
But every religion says

there’s a soul, Bart. Why
would they lie? What

would they have to gain?

sSquirms ouc anu 11es away.
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Watch the episode and think about what it
says about the characters and their beliefs
about heaven, hell and the soul.

For example - What does it say about...

eTheir beliefs about God (if any)?

eTheir belief in the afterlife (if any)?
*Their beliefs about the soul?

‘How they put religious beliefs into
practice?




In this episode, Bart takes the prospect of a soulless existence seriously. His revelation
follows a debate among three children on the nature of the soul.

 Bart says he does not believe the soul exists, that it is just something people have made up
to scare children, “like the boogie man or Michael Jackson.”

* Milhouse disagrees, explaining that every religion believes in the soul, that it is strong
enough to swim away if you die in a submarine or roll on wheels if you die in the desert.

*He also tells Bart, correctly, that people once believed the soul could escape the body during
a sneeze. That is the reason we say “God bless you,” he continues, to squish it back in the
body.




Lisa argues that the soul is “the most valuable part of you,” the only thing that
lasts forever.

* Whether or not it is physically real, she says, “it's the symbol of everything
fine inside us.”

- After Bart has realized that his essence has departed, Lisa reminds him of
his error by saying grace before dinner that pointedly asks blessings for “every
soul in Christendom.”

«After buying back his soul, Lisa tells Bart, “Some
philosophers believe that nobody is born with a soul —
that you have to earn one through suffering and thought
and prayer, like you did last night.”

Maw Groenns &



Lisa The Skeptic

H/W :

Watch the episode called “Lisa the Skeptic’ and complete a
character faith profile. Write a short paragraph to explain how this
episode links with the teachings of St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 15.



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/ea/The_Simpsons_5F05.png

Focusing on Prayer

Aim By the end of this lesson you will:

« Understand why prayer is important to Christians.
« Understand how trouble can steer some people
towards prayer.

» See and understand how prayer is portrayed in
The Simpsons.



Thoughts

Prayer

Facts

Feelings

Experiences




Focusing on Prayer

Christian prayer is a conversation in which a believer is drawn closer to God;

it may be public in church or private at home. It can take various forms:

* Quiet time — reading the Bible and praying.

* Meditation — the mind is cleared of distractions to think about the nature of
God and his work, there may be some repetitive prayer.

« Contemplation — Intimate wordless prayer where the sense of God'’s
presence is strongly felt.

* The rosary — Used by Roman Catholics. Beads are moved through the
fingers as the Lord’s prayer, the Hail Mary/Ave Maria and the
Gloria are said.

» Parents pray with their children to encourage their development as
praying Christians.

« Themes of prayer are adoration, confession, thanksgiving and
supplication.



Focusing on Prayer

And whenever you pray, do not be like the
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray
in the synagogues and at the street
corners, so that they may be seen by
others. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward. But whenever you pray, go
into your room and shut the door and pray
to your Father who is in secret; and your

Father who sees in secret will reward you.




Watch the episode and think about what it
says about the characters and their beliefs
about and attitude towards prayer.

For example - What does it say about...

eTheir beliefs about God (if any)?

*Their attitude towards prayer

eTheir beliefs about miracles

‘How they put religious beliefs into
practice?




Prayer in The Simpsons

Read the Simpson prayers in your handbook
and write in the box next to each one which
theme(s) of prayer it includes.




When you pray

t It calms you
down and gives
they should be you someone to
able to. talk to. Prayer brings faith into
action. Itis a personal
If praying helps you then otal ko to Go
do it. | t 0 s n othe afiswer to ang g
anyone by praying guestions as long as you
have faith.
| only pray occasionally
but when | doPeqplegray when they wantto
usually because Iwant ~and where they war
something. their way of getting into contact
with God
Praying is good
because it helps | think praying is silly
you make contact because no one Is

with God listening



What do you think about Prayer?

gr ee

Working in pairs place the cards in rank order with what you
think is the closest to your opinion at the top down to the
one that you least agree with at the bottom.



Prayer in The Simpsons

H/W : Read pages 32-45 of

"The Gospel According to The Simpsons’
and highlight key detalls that explain how
personal prayer Is portrayed in the show.




Aim By the end of this lesson you will:

« Understand why baptism is important to Christians
and that there are different practices within
Christianity.

« See and understand how baptism is portrayed in
The Simpsons.



Baptism is the sign that someone belongs to Christ. That is why
baptism is sometimes known as christening.

Among Christians, there are two different opinions about who
should be baptised. Some Christians believe people should only
be baptised when they are old enough to understand what they
are doing and make the choice to follow Jesus for themselves.
Other Christians think that it is right to baptise children of
Christian parents. They would say that it is not right to exclude
babies and very young children from being in the Christian
family just because they can't yet understand what's going on.




There are no sponsors at believer's baptism. The baptismal
candidate usually asks a friend to hold their towel and they
may have some close friends who will pray for them during
the service. There is usually a time when the candidate will
talk about how they became a Christian and why they are
being baptised - this may be an interview, or the person may
just talk. This is called a testimony.




The candidate and minister go down into the water
together. The minister will usually give the candidate a
verse from the Bible, which may be specially relevant to
them. The minister then lowers the candidate under the
water, as a symbol of their dying to their old life and
living for their own selves, and raises them back up
again, as a symbol of their desire to live a new life, with
Jesus as the boss!




® Home Sweet Homediddly- Dum- Doodly

Watch the episode and think about what it
says about the characters and their beliefs
about and attitude towards baptism .

For example - What does it say about...
eWhat things they put their faith in?

eTheir belief in God/Jesus (if any)?

eWhere do they turn for support?

‘How they put religious beliefs into
practice?




Imagine the different points of view people would have on
the way IS portrayed in The Simpsons. This can

be people in the media, people you know, types of people,
groups and so on.




Judaism in The Simpsons

Aim By the end of this lesson you will:

o See and understand how Jewish beliefs and
practices are portrayed in The Simpsons.



Judaism in The Simpsons

Krusty and Judaism are the centre of the episode, ‘Like Father, Like
Clown .” Rabbi Lavi Meier and Rabbi Harold Schulweis, a leading
thinker of Conservative Judaism in America served as “special
consultants” on this episode.

Schulweis said that he was not a fan of The Simpsons until he was
asked to look at a draft of the script and he was surprised to find how
genuine it was. “l thought it had a Jewish resonance to it. It was
profound. | was impressed by the underlying moral seriousness.” The
show’s writers, he said, “have a Yiddish spark in them.”




Judaism in The Simpsons

Rabbi Daniel Wolpe from Orlando said, “That’s a great episode!
| thought the episode was brilliant, first of all, because of the use
of real Jewish sources. Second of all, because it was an
Interesting take on the greatest of contemporary Jewish
dilemmas, which is the battle between tradition and modernity.”




o Like Father, Like Clown

Watch the episode and consider whether it
gives an accurate portrayal of Judaism.

For example - What does it say about...
eWhat things Jews put their faith in?

eTheir belief in God ?

eWhere do Jews turn for support?

‘How they put religious beliefs
into practice?




o Like Father, Like GClown

Read pages 151-163 of “The Gospel According
to The Simpsons’ and complete the grid on the
sheet, ‘Jewish Beliefs and Practices in The

Simpsons.’




Buddhism

Hinduism
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